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Keith Cespon, O.D., F.A.A.O

I always wonder: What would the profession of optometry look like without the organizations within
AFOS? The profession of opfometry has advanced because of AFOS opfometrists.

How would organized optometry look without our military members being the leaders in military
evecare, without VA Optometry and PHS/IHS Optometry being the leaders in evecars for

their respective crganizations? Within the profession of optometry, AFOS optometrists are the
LEADERS in optometric clinical education, the LEADERS in therapeutis utilization, the LEAD-
ERS in working day in/out credentialed in hospital/clinics utilizing electronic health records!
electronic prescriptions, the LEADERS in developing clinical relationships with other health care
providers at these facilities, and being key medical staff members/leaders at our facilities.

Where would the profession be without us? In my AFOS presidential address earlier this year, I
mentioned that AFOS members, no matter which service, are providing "National Service" and
"Fulfilling the Promise" of our great nation.

While it seems the norm nowadays to criticize the Federal government, I find it personally very of-
feneive whenever I hear anyone provide a blanket criticism of the Federal government. Criticize
the Federal government 1f you wish, but don't ever criticize AFOS optometrists for what AFOS 1s
doing for our country and for our profession.  I'm sure it's easy to ask someone to leave his'her fam-
1y behind for extended deployments, to serve n combat zones, to deploy on a carrier for 6 months,
and to work in the middle of nowhere. Just provide the huge salaries for an 08 with less than 2 yrs,
or the huge THS starting GS salary of $47,448.00 and simply require someone to complete 4 yra or
more of post-graduate education and everyone will jump at our "cushy" jobs,

Fortunotely, AFOS has some great industry supporters who do recognize our members’
sacrifices and commitment. They are the lst to thank us for what we do within the industry,
and we should all be sure to thank them for ther support of our organization. Trust me when I say,
AFOS could not be the organization we are without the gratitude and financial support of our val-
ued aponsors,

Politics, polities, politics........ I really hate politics,

Right now, 1if you're wearing a uniform, you're the current topic of the politicians. Seems the polifi-
clang are looking at ways to get out of the promise they made to those 1n serving in uniform. One
recent headline I read referenced that the DOD wants to "reform the Military Retirement System."
Apparently, the report on this mentions that modifying the retirement svstem would "sreats an of-
fective force-shaping tool." They are considering moving from a defined benefit plan to defined con-
tribution plan (le. TSP) with government contributions. Cctober 9, 2001 was when active duty
could start contributing to a TSP without matching contributions. How's that working for every-
one? Last I checked, the 10 yr refurn on the &P 500 index, or basically the "C" fund was

2.49%. I'msure they'll want to raise the retivement age, lower the amount of your pension,

etc. Don't be surprised if it's even more difficult to even stay in a uniform. Seems that they desire
to have the active duty retrement more closely mirrar the current Civil Service retirement sys-
term. This i ronis, in that a recent PHS newsletter noted that, per 2002 data, civil servants cost

about 20% more than the equivalent PHS Corps officers! )
(Continued on Page 2)
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(Continued from Page 1)

This isn't an editorial against Civil Service optometrists, far from it. It's more of a concern that those wearing
uniforms are being having promises made to them threatened due to the current political atmosphere. If the
promises are broken for Active Duty, I'm sure it snowhalls and trickles down to broken promises for our civil
servants within AFOSD.

Bo, I'm going to end my AFOS Presidency with the thought that now is the time for organized optometry to sup-
port AFOE optometrists at the national level. Organized optometry needs to act "on the Hill" and politically
support those in AFOS wearing a uniform and support the retirement system and health henefits that were
decisive in our willingness to make careers within our respective services, with the varying tyvpes of personal
sacrifices that come with these careers.

An Active Dutw'Reservist career is extremely difficult. It goes without saying, the sacrifices the Active/Reserves
of the Armed Service have to endure, even in times without active wars. You raise vour hand and take the oath,
no matter what is requested by the country and by politicians. Those committing to a full career are willing to
serve wherever asked, in whatever circumstances asked. Sacrifices are made by the individual, one's familw
friendsin the name of country. Very few new optometry graduates would have been medically unfit to serve,
vet very very very few new graduates are willing to volunteer and serve our country.

Some politicians may have trouble conceptualizing a PHS officer's Active Duty role. I'd tell organized optome-
try, any officer takes an oath of office, including PHE officers who can be militarized by executive order. A
quick recent survey of the PHE officer media exemplifies FHS officers’ sacrifices that go beyond civil ser-

vice: "PHE Officers Honored at F't Bragg for Work with Army," " FHE Officers deploved to Tornado that Dam-
aged Joplin, MB," "Hurricane Irene 85 deploved," and "MNawvajo Bation PHE Officers Deployment Eeadiness Pro-
gram Part I[I." The topic of the courses at this program exemplify what these PHE officers will do to serve this
country: Cultural issues with the Middle East and Asia, Emergencies of the Bye, Dengue and ¥ellow Fewver, In-
fectious Diseases, Outbreak and Investigation Training, Anthraz Terrorism, Pediatric Medical Emergencies,
Hszentials of Mational Disaster Medical Bystem, WNational Hospital Preparedness, Emergency Care Coordina-
tion Center, USHE Mercy Pacific Partnership 2008 Interesting Cases, Deployment Challenges, Tropical Medical
Behistosomiasis, Berub Typhus, Malaria, TB and Related Medications, and Japanese Encephalitis.

Also, when I recently read our PHE newsletter, I know the Commissioned Officers’ Association of the TIS Public
Health Service is going to use its Capitol Hill representation to fight for/support PHS officers concerning pro-
tecting our Active Duty retirement benefits.

It seerns only right that organized optommetry should be, in simmilar sense, using their political influ-
ence, to fight for all AFOS active duty optomelrists for the same canse for us in Washingiton.

A5 this will be my last AFOS Presidential column, I would like to reiterate a personal thanks to all our mem-
bers, whether one wears a uniform or not, for their commitment, service, and sacrifice to the country.

WiER

Keith Cespon

Keith Cespon, O.D., F.A.A.O
AFOS 2011 President
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LATEST AND GREATEST SCHEDULE FOR ANNUATL MEETING IN BOSTON
(And as always, still subject to change)

Cetober 9th
0815 Bus from Boston Marriott Copley to USS Constitution
0200 (Time Certain) Tour of USE Constitution
1000 Bus picks up group to spend time Harhorside
- dropped off at World Trade Center pierside
1030 - 1645 Free time
1845 Board Time for dinner cruise at World Trade Center
2000 Picked up by bus at World Trade Center and returned to Boston Marriott Copley

Oetober 10th - At John B. Hynes Veterans Memorial Convention Center — Second Floor

1100 - 1600 Registration — outside of Meeting Roomes on Second Floor of Convention Center
1300 - 1600 Federal Service Optometry Brealtout Sessions —

MNavy Room 204

FHE Foom 205

WA Roorn 207

&ir Force Roorn 208

Army Room 805
1600 . 1930 Dave Simpson Memorial Lecture Series

Oetober 11th - Af John B. Hynes Veterans Memorial Convention Center — Third Floor

0700 - 1000 Registration in Hallway cutside Rooms 304 and 308 or in Room 302,

Qa0 - 1700 Exhibit Hall — Room 306

0800 - 1700 Hopefully, Roorn 307 should be available for 3Lz to use before and after lunch.

0700 . 0745 Continental Brealdfast — hopefully at baclk of Exhibit Hall.
ANNUAL MEETING ANLD PFPRESENTATIONS — Room 504

0800 Meeting Fick-Off

Q00 - 1000 Continuing Education

1000 . 1200 £nnual Meeting and Elections

1200 - 1330 Lunch — Room 302

1400 - 1545 Continuing Education

1530 - 1630 Light snacks in Room 308 (Exhibit Hall).

1600 - 1700 Continuing Education

1730 - 2000 President’s Reception — Roorn 31

Don't forget our meeting in Atlanta the last week of February, 2012!
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