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As most are already aware, AFOS suffered a sudden and tragic loss of our Execu-

tive Director, Dave Simpson, earlier this year.   While Dave had a long distin-

guished career with the Air Force, I only met Dave a few short years ago when he 

applied for the position of AFOS Executive Director.   At the time, I was the chair of 

the AFOS ED Executive Director Search/Selection Committee, and while I was not 

a voting member, AFOS representation from each service argued and debated 

about the numerous applicantsõ written interviews, and  again with the final candi-

dateõs videotaped interviews.    When all was said and done, I think it was Dave's 

enthusiasm and passion for AFOS and Dave's vision of AFOS's potential that won 

over the selection committee.    

  

Dave wasn't just talk.   He worked with devotion and passion to make AFOS an 

even better and stronger organization that it has ever been in the past.   When 

Dave would say  he was there for AFOS and AFOS leadership to assist us in our 

goals/objectives/visions for the organization, he backed up those words with ac-

tions.   It was hard to just think of  Dave as our Executive Director, as he had a 

great ability to make you  feel like a good friend.   I have some comfort knowing that 

the last time we had dinner together, as a friend, I let him know that everyone 

within AFOS leadership thought  that he was doing an incredible job.   He will be 

deeply missed and always remembered.  

  

Without getting into a long list of names, I want to acknowledge and thank the 

AFOS Executive Leadership, Council Members at large, and other key members 

for their hard work/assistance in getting AFOS through the difficult transitional 

period.   We also are fortunate to have Dr. Pattison as an Interim AFOS Executive 

Director during the AFOS ED Search/Selection process.   General membership has 

been very supportive and understanding of the difficulties during the transition, 

and I do encourage all members to review their account status/balances and notify 

our Interim ED of any discrepancies.                                                                                 

This fall, AFOS  will now be holding its Annual Meeting in conjunction with the 

American Academy of  Optometry in Boston.    Membership attendance/survey indi-

cated that this change would allow more of our members to start attending/

participating in the business meeting aspect of our Annual meeting that was previ-

ously done in conjunction with SECO in Atlanta.  

AFOS is committed to improving and enhancing our Annual Meeting this year in 

Boston.  Dave had secured top rated accommodations, was planning on an out-

standing social day the Sunday before the meeting, and was actively working on 

agenda changes that allowed service break -out sessions, additional CE hours, and 

more streamlined and efficient business meeting time.    AFOS is following through 

on Dave's vision, and I truly think the new meeting agenda will make AFOS's An-

nual  Meeting something all members should plan on attending on a regular  
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basis.  It should really be a great meeting and AFOS encourages members to bring their families to enjoy 

Boston this year, and the variety of great locations for upcoming meetings!    Check the website for details 

on the meeting, including the AFOS membersõ discounted hotel rate which is below the AAO-contracted 

rates.  

 

AFOS has made some significant changes  to allow more of our membership a better means to become ac-

tively involved in the organization.   AFOS needs volunteers in its many committees, and as many AFOS 

members attend the Academy, it allows a great opportunity to  network with various committee members.   

AFOS has structured its committees to provide positions from each service, so just send an email to the 

Interim ED if you have questions/interest in getting involved.    Those who want to be actively involved in 

the AFOS ED Search/Selection Committee should review the announcement in the newsletter.   Getting 

involved in AFOS committees  is good for your career, your organization, and your profession.    

I should mention that AFOS is still going to be actively involved with SECO.   Next year, AFOS will 

hold  the Federal Service Optometry  (FSO) meeting  in conjunction with SECO.   This means contin-

ued service break -out sessions, AFOS luncheon, reception, and significantly more CE hours.   The addi-

tional hours of CE will provide  AFOS members attending SECO significant savings on lecture  fees that ,in 

itself, could pay for one's AFOS annual dues.  

  

AFOS has recently attended another AOA HOD meeting in Salt Lake City.  I received an email that I 

thought deserved a response, not just for the individual, but for AFOS members as a whole.  There is a 

special editorial in this newsletter discussing the AOA HOD and AFOS with some of my personal views 

that I recommend members read. See pages 18 -24. 

  

My tenure as AFOS President will be the shortest due to the change of our Annual Meeting change this 

fall.   However, please don't hesitate to contact me with questions/concerns.  

 

 

  

(Continued from Page 1)  

      Dave and Andrea in Orlando  

   Dave in Cancun  

        Dave (High School)  
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2011 Annual meeting FOR AFOS  

As you all are aware ð this year the Annual Meeting for AFOS has been moved from the SECO meeting to 

the Academy meeting simply because you asked for it.  So, plan to arrive Saturday if you can to have the 

full experience.   

 

HOTEL ROOMS:  The hotel block for AFOS is open at the Boston Marriott Copley.   Toll -Free Reserva-

tion: 800-228-9290 and use code AFO.   We have a limited number of rooms in our block thanks to the 

Academy and it will be first come, first serve.  As always, these rooms are for Active Members of AFOS 

only.  If you plan on attending and are not currently a member, avoid having your room rate go up, JOIN 

NOW.  Thank you.  

 

Plans are also already underway for next yearõs meeting in Phoenix.  We are thinking of a tour of the 

Grand Canyon National Park by way of the Red Rocks of Sedona and scenic Oak Creek Canyon.  If you 

have other ideas, please send them to me at execdir@afos2020.org 

The agenda for this years meeting is tentatively as follows:  

 

SUNDAY, 09 OCTOBER  

For those of fortunate to have gone, last year, Dave Simpson arranged a wine tour of Napa Valley.  This 

year, his plan was to have another tour in Boston, with plans to visit the USS Constitution and follow it 

with a cruise.  So, in Daveõs honor, we will be having our first annual Dave Simpson fun day on Sunday.  

Our goal is to have a great time in Daveõs honor and our plan is to turn this into an annual part of this 

meeting so always plan to come a day early and enjoy the camaraderie of your fellow AFOS members.  

Space for the Sunday event is limited to the first 100 people who sign up and pay and is only $75.00 for 

members in good standing (price applies to their entire party) and $150.00 per person for non -AFOS mem-

bers so sign up early!!!  

PLAN OF EVENTS:  

0830 ð Catch a bus at the hotel for a tour of the USS Consti-

tution followed by free time  down by the waterfront on your 

own.  Then time to visit the Aquarium, the shops, have lunch 

ð just explore and enjoy the afternoon on the waterfront in 

Boston.   

For more info on what do do, go to:  

http://bostonharborwalk.com/placestogo/location.php?nid=3   

 

 

         (Continued on Page 4  )  
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ANNUAL MEETING 

MONDAY, 10 OCTOBER at Hines Convention Center  

1100-1600 Registration ð outside of Meeting Rooms on Second Floor  

1300-1600 Federal Service Optometry Breakout Sessions  

   Navy   Room 204 

   PHS  Room 205 

   VA  Room 207 

   Air Force  Room 208 

   Army   Room 209 

 

Continuing Education  

This is the first year that the Annual Meeting will be held at the Academy Meeting rather than the SECO meeting 

so things will be a little different from in the past.  However, AFOS will still be offering 8 hours of Continuing Edu-

cation.  In addition, we will also have displays from our wonderful sponsors, a continental breakfast, our luncheon 

and afternoon snacks.  

 

Arrive at the pier for a dinner cruise. Boarding at the 

World Trade Center, Boston  

Boarding Time 4:45PM  

Complete with a Harborside Reception and a 3 hour Bos-

ton Harbor tour followed by a return bus to the hotel.   

Enjoy the fellowship with your fellow AFOS members 

and the sunset over Boston.  

http://www.entertainmentcruises.com/city/Boston/be -

ship              

To sign up go to www.afos2020.org  .  Space is limited .  

(Continued from Page 3)  

http://www.entertainmentcruises.com/city/Boston/be-ship
http://www.entertainmentcruises.com/city/Boston/be-ship
http://www.afos2020.org
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1) AFOS Interim ED  

    With the sudden/unexpected passing of Dave Simpson, AFOS Executive Council has contracted  

    Mike Pattison, OD to act as the Interim ED until a permanent replacement for AFOS Executive  

    Director is determined.  Mike Pattison will be handing all AFOS -related matters including  

    handling AFOS membership dues, meeting planning, newsletters, and other tasks directed by  

    the AFOS Executive Officers. The sudden/unexpected transition has been complicated, and AFOS  

    Leadership appreciates everyone's patience and understanding as the organization continues to  

    move forward. Mike Pattison will be assisting the more permanent AFOS ED once a more compre - 

    hensive selection is completed by the AFOS Executive Director Search/Selection Committee.  

 

2) AFOS Executive Director Search & Selection Committee -AFOS is requesting 2 volunteer mem - 

     bers of each service (Army, Navy, Air Force,  PHS, VA) to serve as Selection Committee members  

     for the Executive  Search/Selection Committee. As the volunteers will be located throughout the country/  

     world, the committee members will be operating in an "award committee" type of process, with a  

     multiphase selection process that will entail the need for regular email/forum communications and  

     conference calls. Committee members will also be attending a final ED interview  (if physically  

     available to attend), or be remote viewing ED candidate interviews from the particular physical  

     location. Thus, one's physical location will not be a limiting factor to participate on the committee.  

 

     The Chair of the AFOS Executive Director Search & Selection Committee will be Darren Rhoton,  

     OD.  Darren will not be a voting member of the  committee, but will facilitate the process. Darren  

     Rhoton has had the privilege of serving on the most recent AFOS Executive Director Search/  

     Section Committee that was undertaken in a similar fashion, that had selected the late Dave  

     Simpson. The deadline for submission is  01 August.  Please forward interest in serving on the  

     ED Selection/Search committee directly to Darren Rhoton @ darren.rhoton@us.af.mil . 

 

 3) Announcement for Candidates for AFOS Executive Director -AFOS is seeking a permanent Ex - 

     ecutive Director due to the recent  passing of Dave Simpson.  Candidates that wish to be considered,  

     should submit their name to Darren Rhoton, the AFOS Executive Director Search & Selection Committee  

     Chair for further information about the position, and details about the selection process. Darren Rhoton's  

     email is the following: darren.rhoton@us.af.mil  

 

     The deadline for notifying the committee of your interest is 01 September.  

 

     Per AFOS bylaws, qualified candidates do not have to specifically be an optometrist.  

 

     The process of the Search/Selection of the Executive Director will be a transparent, fair process  

     with equal representation from all Federal  Services.  Potential applicants will be reviewed/  

     interviewed in a  somewhat similar manner as a modified Award Committee.  AFOS adheres  

     to the principle, spirit, and intent of all equal opportunities laws, as such, will not be  

     discriminating applicants based on race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national  

     origin, age, or physical/mental disability. Additionally, AFOS adheres to principles of the  

     Equal Pay Act.  

 

     A detailed position description, qualifications,  duties/responsibilities, performance expecta - 

     tion, and compensation information can be obtained from the committee chair, once the  

    details are finalized.  
 

 

 

Solicitation for the Executive Director 
Position 

mailto:darren.rhoton@us.af.mil
mailto:darren.rhoton@us.af.mil
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Col Santullo steps down as Consultant to the AF Surgeon General for Optometry :  On 1 April 2011 (yes, April 

Foolõs Day) I assumed Col Santulloõs responsibilities for AF Optometry.  Ray (as he humbly asked us to refer to him) led us 

with passion and extreme skill for over five years and we all owe him a debt of gratitude for his guidance, dedication  in 

promoting the profession of optometry in the Air Force Medical Service and for his friendship to us all.   He treated every-

one with respect and patience and has left some very, very large combat boots for me to fill. One of the greatest gifts he 

worked very hard to give us is the VA Residency in Polytrauma.  This will leave a distinguished mark on AF Optometry for 

a long time to come.  As I assume the consultant responsibilities I will do my very best to continue the legacy of not only 

Col Santullo, but the many outstanding consultants that have preceded him.  I truly look forward to working with you all 

as we continue to support the mission of the AFMS.  

Upcoming Air Force Optometry Deployments:   We will have Capt Andrew Helman replacing Maj Eva Walker at the 

379 EMDG this summer.   

HPSP Coming Onboard This Summer:  Capt Jay Butler ñRamstein; Capt William Catt ñNellis; Capt Lindsey Ferris ñ

Sheppard; Capt Summer Hilton ñLittle Rock; Capt Lezlie Jones ñKeesler; Capt Chelsey Merrill ñLos Angeles; Capt Carli 

Murphy ñTinker; Capt Amanda Quelly ñHolloman; Capt Bryan Sixkiller ñCannon.  Welcome to the AF Optometry Fam-

ily!!     

Separating & Retiring:  

òI [Maj Brian Foutch] am separating on 30 Jun 2011.  My final out was 31 May 2011, and I can be reached at 

foutch@uiwtx.edu . I wanted to share something.  Since my commissioning date of 15 May 1995, I have been assigned with 

and/or worked with the following optometrists: Gil Narro, Steve DeAnda, Gary Abbott, Richard VanArsdel, Brian Deckert, 

Jim Dienst, Ron Tutt, Leon McLin, Bob Kesead (AF, then USPHS), Tim Ray, Laura Barnes, Jim Chapman, Michael Block, 

Bruce Baldwin, Dawn Werner, Dave Peterson, Ray Santullo, Dawn Cleary (USPHS), Martin LaFrance, Kent Harrington, 

John Kent, Tony O'Koren, Annette Williamson, Brian Meier, Ryan Traver, Randy Collins, Trent Tate, Tony Jarecke, Diego 

Vega (USN, then CRS), Archie Bockhorst, John Laurent (USN), Michelle Aaron, Phil Petterborg, Mike Pattison (USN), 

Chris Cordes (USPHS), Ken Uyesugi (USN), Cyrus Rad (USN), Bob Kang, Mike Osterhoudt, Gabe Hernandez (USN), Jo-

seph Osmond (USN), Patrick Clark, Annette Sherwood, Gerald Gleason, Paul Smithwick, Michael Young, Joseph Reyther.  

I'm sure I've forgotten a few, but isn't that unbelievable?  Of all the experiences I've had in the AF --and I've had some 

AWESOME ones --working with all these folks has meant the most.  These aren't just co -workers that I've said "hi" to in a 

hall somewhere.  Nope, I could tell you a story about each and every one, and I'd be glad to anytime!ó  Brian 

 

Major Carlos Cebollero is also separating.  He has served 12 years on active duty and shared with me that he was proud to 

have completed the residency and many wonderful humanitarian missions.  

 

Col Parker Plante, Commander, 66th Medical Squadron, will be starting terminal leave on 10 Aug 2011 with an effective retire-

ment date of 1 Nov 2011.  Also, Col Parker, celebrated his 25th Wedding Anniversary on 24 May 2011!  Congratulations! 

 

Best wishes to all three of you in your next endeavors. Thank you for your service to the AF and the profession 

of optometry!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Moving?   

Please go to our website at www.afos2020.org and log on and go to 
�³�8�S�G�D�W�H���3�U�R�I�L�O�H�´���D�Q�G���P�D�N�H���W�K�H���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���²  if you are an AOA 
member, an e -mail will automatically be generated with the changes and 
sent to the AOA  

USAF 

LTC Michelle Aaron 

mailto:foutch@uiwtx.edu

