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Presi dent 6s Cljol umn

Penny Walter, OD, MPA, FAAO

As a year comes to a close we give The value of membership in the AOA is
thanks, reflect over the past and speculate the connection to federal and state legis
on the future. First, we must thank our  tion. Take the broad scoped H.R. 3962
dedicated colleagues, deployed and at  legislative proposal that includes state p
home, that care for the sight of our war-  hibition on discrimination against health
fighers and their families. care providerdhealth care benefit includ-
ing childrends vis
for Medicaid programs to cover services
furnished by optometrists and exempts 1
pliers of eyewear from the surety bond r

At the end of the year, we are also called
to renew our professional memberships.
In these challenging economic times, we
tend to assess the value of where our har¢"* .
earned dollars are spent. What is value? quirement. As Dr. Brooks, AQA Presi-
By definition, it jdent, stated fAThe
goods, services, or money, considered to &nd OUr patiententered, praccess

be a fair and suitable equivalent for some- agenda in several key portions of that bi
thing else; a fair Wwas the result of hard work by grassroot

_ o optometrists on the front lines as well as
What is the value of membership in

AFOS and AOA? As a member of both
organizations, we are a part of a coalition
that works tirelessly on behalf of our pro-
fession, both internal and external to fed-
eral service optometry. That representa-
tion is what will help shape the future of
our profession as health care reform con-
tinues to evolve.

fice staff to make patient choice and acg
a key el ement of o

Dr. Brooks also emphasized that once tf
health care reform bill is enacted into lay
the AOA will need to be continue full en-
gagement in regulatory arenas, as many
implementation decisions will likely fall t

_ federal agencies and panels.
One of the values strong membership

numbers brings to AFOS is stronger rep-
resentation in the AOA House of Dele-
gates by increasing our share of votes.
Ever patient safety conscious, AFOS was
key in getting an online contact lens re-
tailer stop offering overseas military per-
sonnel the Web option to purchase contac
lenses without a prescription. Closer to
home, members enjoy great CE at an eco
nomical price. The recent AAO meeting
in Orlando, Florida included 8 hours CE

The several items mentioned above bar
touch upon the vast impact AFOS and
AOA has and will make on our professid
Thus, as the year wraps up and we tend
our daily business, remember to thank g
federal service member for their dedica-|
tion, take a moment to think about the
value of membership and pledge to con
tribute value to federal service optometr
and optometry as a whole.

continuous efforts by our Washington off
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Medical Contact Lens Grand Rounds: our Home Page and click on 2009
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AIR FORCE
COL (Sel) Ray Santullo
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@ A huge congratulation to our newest Colonels!
Lt Col(s) Dan Reiser and Jim Dienst have been se-
lected for promotion to colonel. This is a great ac-
complishment for these fine officers. Lt Col Dienst
was the only BSC officer selected for promotion
below the zone.

@ The MAJCOM Optometry award winners

have been announcedfor ACC, Maj Jeff Autrey
and Capt Michael Tommolino; AF Element, Maj
Tony Jarecke; AFMC, Lt Col Annette Williamson;
AMC Maj Richard Baird and Capt Chris Putnam;
AFSPC, Capt Brian Blanchard; AETC, Maj Darren
Rhoton and Capt Scott Martin; PACAF, Maj Cang
Bui and Capt Erich Wanagat; USAFA, Lt Col Tim
Nelson and Capt Kerry Phelan; USAFE, Capt Justin
Sandholm. | want to wish everyone nominated the
very best of luck in the competition for the Colonel
Floyd Morris and Colonel P Timothy Ray annual
award. We are extremely fortunate to have such
outstanding colleagues in our career field.

@ The MAJCOM Ophthalmic technician award
winners have been announcedzor ACC, TSgt

Jose Diaz, A1C Kristy Overton, Ms. Carol

McNulty; AFDW, SSgt Kelly Carter, SrA Shirley
Taylor; AFSOC, Ms. Kelli Schwall; AFMC, MSgt
Wilfrdo Cisneros, TSgt Richard Baugh, SrA Jenni-
fer Harris, Ms. Tera Hale; AMC, MSgt Alicia Ste-
venson, TSgt April Dickson, SrA Petsamone Soun-
talavong, Ms. Jennifer Freeman; AFSPC, MSgt
Kelli Remmert, SSgt Nathan Rocha, SrA Larissa
Labarbera, Mr. Joseph Krizon; AETC, MSgt Patrick
Holena, SSgt Benjamin Lemus, SrA Ross Farneth,
Ms. Terri Craig; PACAF, MSgt Rickey Mann, TSgt
Adam Saul, AIC Keisha Eanes; USAFA; TSgt Sean
Standifer; USAFE, MSgt Constance Dangerfield,
TSgt Kevin Wood, SrA Christopher Stone

@ Air Force OD featured in Women In Optome-
try magazine: Maj Tara Jayne is featured in the
November issue of Women In Optometry. The link
to this great article is http://www.revoptom.com/
supplement_toc/s/109/

@ Births: Capt Jesus Barrios is proud to announce
the birth of Jaiden Krishna Barrios on 23 Sep 2009
in Morristown NJ

@ Retirements: Col Jim Chapman has retired after
28 years of dedicated service. Jim was very active i
mentoring our junior officers and career counseling

He was someone | could always count on for advice

and will be missed. All the best to Jim and his family
and on behalf of AF optometry, thanks for all you
have done!

a0

Dr. Jayne featured in the November is-
sue of Women in Optometry

The Perks of Military Practice

Dr. Tara Jayne shares some perks of practicing
optometry in the military. Quotes from her article.

Covered expenses. In addition to travel, Dr.
Jaynebs mal practice i nsy
academy meetings and CE credits are paid for, wher
ever she is.

Help with school loans. Dr. Jayne received
$40,000 towards her loans, and O.D.s earn a $5,000
annual bonus if they serve.

Early-morning convenience. Selecting an outfit
for work requires no consideration. Uniform? Check.

Easily accessible help. If a situation takes a turn
for the worse, she can put the patient on a helicopter
for emergency assistance.

Trained staff. Every staff member arrives as a
certified ophthal mic ted
me from the beginning, &
how to fit glasses becal

Wor k is all about p
worry about the busine
home by 5 p.m. She appreciates the time to spend
with her 2yearold twins.

Humanitarian missions. As a part of her job, Dr.
Jayne can help people around the world.-gitering
moments, such as giving eyeglasses to a young chilg
in the Dominican Republi
his eyelashes, 0 have begqd
trips  wo
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http://www.revoptom.com/cmsdocuments/2009/11/1109_wo4lo.pdf
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ARMY
COL Neil Glenesk

At the recently completed American Academy of Optometry
(AAO) Meeting in Orlando, our Army ranks gained five new
academy Fellows. Gaining their Fellowship in the American
Academy of Optometry (FAAQO) were MAJ David Meltzer, C
MattGeiman, CPT Ina Lee, CPT AniMarie Konshak and CP
Ann Rudick.

This final step toward being a Fellow of the AAO required t
officers to defend a series of case presentations through o
examination. The oral examination was the culmination of
Fellowship process. Tsit for the oral examination, these ca P ANN :
didates had attained 50 points through a variety of means: tase= — ENTAT'VE LTCADR]ENmzRAiKONSHAK |
reports, poster presentations, residency, Master's degree, publlshed Work

The oral examination is conducted by regionally appointed Fellows of the Academy Federal Service constitutes its
own region (Region 6) that fields three teams of military and federal service optometrists to conduct the interyiews.
Currently, the three teams are composed of a mix of optometrists from the Air Force, Army, Navy, Public Health
Services, and Department of Veterands Affairs. LITC |
ess.

New Fellows to the Academy will now add Board Certification Pay to their monthly military pay. Board Certifica-
tion Pay is scaled based on the number of years an officer has been an optometrist within the military.

SRTS vs. SRTS II: Quite a tale
TS THE BOX 20 For several years, the new Spectacle Request Transmission System Il (SRTS Il) hgd
s been touted as the negeneration electronic spectacle order management system that
RGORKEL oyl d figreatly i mprove the efficiency| an
~ordering. o0 But, in recent years, | eadler s
= see that promise was hollow. The new system had critical flaws that prevented its Igunch,
and with each passing year the new system fell farther behind the continued development
of our customary system, the original SRTS that has served the military so well for the
past 20 years.

ot <o ¥ Thus, October 14th was an exciting day for military optometry. After, a series of hig
level meetings and briefings, the Clinical Proponency Steering Committee (CPSC)

00TOBER141H2009
unanimously decided to terminate SRTS Il and throw support to the continuation and
further development of SRTS. The CPSC is the decision authority, being composed of the Deputy Secretary pf De-
fense for Health Affairs and the Deputy Surgeon Generals of the three services.

The story of SRTS vs. SRTSII is s ome-wminédSRTSeehm vaas pitDja v i
ted against the massive DoD information system AENTt ¢
record, AHLTA, and had a mission to consume every other heslited information system in the military. But,
with all its political and financial support, the Enterprise could not match the dexterity of thedoUBRTS team,
so intimately familiar with their unique system and who tenaciously forging forward with enhancements, suchlas G

EyesandaWebnabl ed version of SRTS. As it happened, | SR
CPSC meeting, it was obvious that SRTS Il was years (and perhaps millions of dollars in development) behind
SRTS, and by the time SRTS Il caugipt, SRTS would very likely have created more products that would perpetu-
ally keep the original system in theefront (Continued on page 13)
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and it is now before the Veterans' Affairs Committe

US PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE in the U.S. House of Representatives.

CAPTAIN Michael A. Candreva

Direct Acc e sBErésueednd Re&le r
ness Functions are up and running and available tq
officers. The new Billet System is well into develop
Dr. Regina Benjamin was unanimously confirmed as the ment and Transformation will be initiating the Billet
18thU.S. Surgeon Generaby the full United States Sen- Collection System starting in January 2010. There

ate. wi || be a separate bill
individual position. Direct Access is the tool that wil
Assignment Incentive Pay merge the new Billet System and Officer Profile Sy:

To date 197 optometry billets have been registered and atem data. Direct Access enables officers to disclosg
now eligible for AIP. Of those registered, 17% are encumtheir accomplishments and OPDIVs/STAFFDIVs to
bered by an optometrist and 18%, of those encumbered posatch officer qualifications with OPDIV/STAFFDIV
sitions have entered into contracts with their respective Sareeds.

vice Units. AIP contracts have ranged from $1,500to -

$3,000/month. The PHS Commissioned Officers Foundation's
third book has been publishe@hbring & Curing: A
AAO History of the Indian Health Serviig written by

Congratulations to CAPT Sharyn Healy, CDR Chris Nield James P. Rife, a senior historian with History Asso
and LCDR Sarah Stienbarger on successfully attaining theites, and CAPT Alan J. Dellapenna, Jr., USPHS of

AAO Fellowship. the Indian Health Service. This thoroughly re-
searched volume chronicles the history of Indian
IHS Biennial Eye Care Meeting Heath Service (IHS) from its earliest beginnings, a9

Please pencil May 1Q3, 2010 into your schedule. Dr. part of the Department of the Interior, through multi
Garber has organized approximately 29 hours of excellenple reorganizations including the 1955 transfer to tH
CME, which will once again be held at Southern Californial.S. Public Health Service.
College of Optometry.

COA

The nextCommissioned Officer Association Symposium
is May 2427, 2010 in San Diego. This is an excellent
meeting in which Officers get first hand information on cu
rent Corps issues and future goals.

Transformation

Thebillets transformation process has begun and will re-
sult in the creation of unique billets for all rflag posi-
tions in the Corps. The goals of billets transformation are

twofold. In the shorterm, to create unique, position M OVI N G’)

specific billets for all positions currently encumbered by : :
Commissioned Officers. In the lontigrm, to create unique, Plea.se nOtIfy our OffICQ SO We can
continue to keep you informed

positionspecific billets for all positions that coutwssibly . - s
be encumbered by Commissioned Officers. Optometry OWithout interruption. If you are an
ficers are earmarked for dime billet transformation in AOA member, we will automatically

March 2010. notify the AOA of the change.

Gl Bill Transferability12/01/2009. Post9/11 Gl Bill PHONE: (8.05) 226-8292
‘transferability' for PHS officers? Congressman Ciro Rodri- E-MAIL: execdir@afos2020.org
guez of Texas has introduced a bill to include PHS and WEB: www.afos2020.org
NOAA officers in this popular entitlement. It is H.R. 3657,
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NAVY MEDICINE

World Class Care... Anytime, Anywhere

CAPT Mike Pattison

O For those that are not aware, this program is still in j

derful holiday season and are now safely back on the jo;| he here at Bethesda with a 4000 square foot office

As for the Navy and what has been going on, the good eing byl adjacent to our new Optometry Clinic. In ad
news is that just about every one is back home from thegjiion four Clinical VCEs are being established, here a
respective missions with the exception of LCDR Tyson gathesda/Walter Reed, at Madigan in Washington, at
Brunstetter who should be in Kuwait replacing CDR  pjeqq in California, and at Brook Army in Texas. The

Carl Ruoff by the time that you read this. clinical sites will be set up with specialized equipment s
o . . _that we can do specialty contact lens work; binocular a
0 This coming year pr omigementd Bmbh& withViSidh trdhfhg; Bw Vsibrsl

If you look at all that is going on in the world you will - ;065 and other specialty care so that we can properly 1
see that the opportunities for more humanitarian missions, ;e of folks who have suffered injuries. Exciting
and deployments seem to be continuing to expand. We;aqii

already are anticipating missions again to the Pacific the

Caribbean, and Africa and it appears that we can antici-9 The good news for Optometry is that, thanks to AFQ

pate optometry being assigned to go elsewhere in the we have been meeting together for years so we are we

world as well. And all of this is before the inauguration ahead of the learning curve on working together. Our

which may change the priorities of where we will be  ability to meet our counterparts and discuss what is ha

heading. pening and how we take care of patients sets us apart.
This is just another benefit of being a member of AFOY

0 First and foremost, | hodFitheth@aliquaitdrd for Ad adnfifistativé Boftj
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0 I think that the key wadatlendingthe educdtiond fneetihgs thht ehey plovige. s

the word fAJoint. o For t hmekeorwerd t0 seéirig all ofyoutin ABanta ih Bebruaty.

Hospital in Illinois is in the process of merging with the
VA hospital there. And here we are in the process of
merging the National Naval Medical Center here in Be-
thesda with its counterpart for the Army, Walter Reed.
We will be working as one team providing the best possi-
ble care to all of our patients. This one is most evident to
me because of all of the construction going on around
here. We have around one billion square feet of renova-
tion or construction occurring around here with the open-
ing of the new facility on the f0anniversary of Septem-
ber 11, 2001. Finally, many of the missions that we do
are joint. We had an member from the Air Force and
USPHS working with us this past year and | would an-
ticipate something similar this year.

O Enjoy!!

0 And the most i mportant new project for all of
congressionally mandated Vision Center of Excellence
(VCE). The VCE represents a huge step for all of us. It
is a collaborative effort between the services and the VA
and includes both Optometry af@phthalmology
working as one team in order to provide care and
develop research initiatives for taking care of and

tracking our patients as they migrate throughout our i .
system after delivering th

of Refractive Sur g¢

Drs. Tyson Brunstetter and Richard Zeber
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